
 
 

 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 17, 8:30 & 11:00 am 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

MessiahFairview.org 
 (440) 331-2405 

 

Welcome to worship!  We are delighted you are here and have 
chosen to worship today.  We believe the Holy Spirit of God gathers 
us together as one.  May you be strengthened through his word and 
the promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
 
The mission statement of Messiah Church is:  Drawing in to Christ, 
Building up in Christ, Sending out for Christ.  Our aim is to love 
each other as Christ has loved us all.  We continue to encourage 
sensible social distancing.  If you wish to wear a mask, please do 
so.  If you are feeling ill, please take precautions and consider 
worshipping via the livestream ministry of Messiah.  Online services 
can be found at MessiahFairview.org; click "watch services" 
online.   
 
 
Holy Communion is shared at every worship service.  The sacrament 
of holy communion is central to our worship life.  If you are a first-
time worshipper here, know that you are invited to receive and 
partake in the sharing of holy communion.  
 
 

Introduction to The Day 
 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the 
future: a covenant that will allow all the people to know God by 
heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all 
people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal 
covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s 
love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing in 
word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love 
with all the world.  
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 17, 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 
 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

Prelude                 Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord       by David Schack 

 

       Gathering 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 

 as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
      who writes the law on our hearts, 
      who draws all people together through Jesus. 
C    Amen. 
 

P     Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and 
       of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

P Holy God,  
      we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
      and cannot break free. 
      We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. 
      We speak in ways that silence others. 
      We are silent when we should speak up. 
      We keep score in our hearts. 
      We let hurts grow into hatred. 
      For all these things and for sins only you know, 
      forgive us, Lord. 
C   Amen. 
 

P     Here is a flood of grace: out of love for the whole world, 
       God draws near to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away our  

       wrongs, and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
C     Amen. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn      Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church        ELW 321 

                                                                                                       

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C And also with you. 
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Kyrie                                                                                               page 156     

 



5 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P Let us pray,  
      O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you 

receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
 

Word 
 

First Reading                                                                     Jeremiah 31: 31-34        

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 

 
A The Word of the Lord.     
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 119: 9-16 
 

Cantor/Choir sings refrain; All sing refrain; Cantor/Choir sings verses in 
alternation with Assembly; Refrain sung by all 
 

 
 

 

    

 

9How shall the young keep | their way clean? 
  By keeping | to your word. 
 10With my whole | heart I seek you; 
  let me not stray from | your commandments. 
 11I treasure your promise | in my heart, 
  that I may not | sin against you. 
 12Blessed are | you, O LORD; 
  instruct me | in your statutes. 
 13With my lips | I recite 
  all the judgments | of your mouth. 
 14I take greater delight in the way of | your decrees 
  than in all man- | ner of riches. 
 15I will meditate on | your commandments 
  and give attention | to your ways. 
 16My delight is | in your statutes; 
  I will not for- | get your word. 
 

Second Reading                                                           Hebrews 5: 5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, “You are my Son,t oday I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save 
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
A The Word of the Lord.                     C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 

Cantor/Choir:  Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
a | single grain;* but if it dies, it | bears much fruit. (John 12:24) 
 
 

Gospel                                                                                 John 12: 20-33 
 
P  The Holy Gospel according to John 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 
to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 
if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will 
be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

Sermon Rev. Seth Bridger 
 

Silence for Reflection; Stand 
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Hymn of the Day                      Spirit, Open My Heart                   ACS 1043 

 
 
Apostles Creed      ELW page 105 
                                                                                                       

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Lord in your mercy.  
C  Hear our prayer. 
 

Peace 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words. 
Sit 
 

Holy Communion 
 

If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering in support of the mission and 
ministry of Messiah by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our online giving 
portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 
 
 

Offering is Received 
 
 

Music at the Offering  
Choir (8:30)                     Come, Ye Sinners       Setting David Ashley White 

 

 
 
Stand as the Offerings are brought forward  
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Offertory                       Create in Me a Clean Heart                         ELW 188

 

A    Jesus,  
      you are the bread of life 
      and the host of this meal. 
      Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
      that all people may know your goodness. 
      Feed us not only with this holy food 
      but with hunger for justice and peace. 
      We pray this in your name. 
      Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

P     It is indeed right, our duty and joy . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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                                         Holy, Holy, Holy                               ELW page 162 

 

P     Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
       Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to 
       age…With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from 
       death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C    Christ has died. 
       Christ is risen. 
       Christ will come again. 
 

P     Bless this feast. 
       Grace our table with your presence. 
C    Come, Holy Spirit. 
       
P     Send us forth, 
       burning with justice, peace, and love. 
C    Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

       We praise you, O God, 
        blessed and holy Trinity, 
        now and forever. 
C    Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 
Concerning the sacrament — Holy Communion is Christ’s gift to his Church, his 
true body and blood given with bread and wine for us to eat and drink. Here Christ 
confirms in us the benefits of his death and resurrection. He forgives our sins, 
refreshes our lives, and promises our salvation. We welcome to the Lord’s table all 
baptized and communing Christians who share this faith. 
 

In receiving, please follow the lead of the people around you. Gluten-free hosts are 
available for those who need them. Quietly ask the Pastor for the Gluten-free host.   
If coming forward not to commune but to receive a blessing, approach the Pastor with 
your arms crossed. If you are physically unable to come forward, simply let an usher 
or deacon know you would like to receive communion at your seat. 
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                                      Lamb of God                               ELW page 164 

 
Sit 

Communion 
 

Distribution Hymns       As the Grains of Wheat                           ELW 465  

                                             Come to the Table                               ELW 481 
 

Stand after all have communed 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen  
       and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 
 

A    Generous God, 
       at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
       As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
       now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
       in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
C    Amen. 

Sending 

P     Beloved, 
       we are God’s own people, 
       holy, washed, renewed. 
       God bless you and keep you, 
       shower you with mercy, 
       fill you with courage, 

       and ☩ give you peace. 
C    Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                             Lift High the Cross                      ELW 660 

Dismissal 
 

A     Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude        

                                      Crucifer, Lift High the Cross                 by John Eggert 
 
 
 

Serving Today 

 

Preaching & Presiding Today – Rev. Seth Bridger  
  

 Assisting Minister – Christopher Peters (11:00) 
 

 

Deacon –Robert Trapp (8:30) Terrie Leske (11:00) 
 

Interim Music Director – Deborah Zudell-Dickey 
 

 

Altar Guild –Marilyn Edwards, Martha Trapp 
 
 

This Week’s Commemorations 
 

Mar. 17—PATRICK, d. 461, the great missionary to Ireland. 
 

Mar 19—JOSEPH, Mary’s husband and the guardian of our Lord, whose 
faith and courage helped bring the light of Christ into the world.   
 

Mar. 21—JONATHAN EDWARDS, d. 1758, the greatest theologian of the 
American colonial era and a renowned preacher whose sermons helped fuel 
a widespread renewal called the First Great Awakening.   

 
God’s Word for Next Week 

Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a, Psalm 31: 9-16, Philippians 2: 5-11,  
Mark 14: 1-15: 47 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for worship next week. 
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In Our Prayers 
 

• For all in harms way due to violence and warfare, those 
experiencing economic hardships, and all who serve in areas of 
public safety. 

 

• For faith to deepen during the 40 days of Lent, and blessings upon 
the weekly Wednesday evening soup suppers, confirmation classes, 
and evening prayer worship. 

 

• For the Senior Pastor Call process, that the Holy Spirit guide the 
discernment of candidates and those serving on the Pastoral Call 
Committee: Sam Gmetro, John Hayduk, Jay Machado, Kathy 
Neumann, Allison Younger-Waugaman, and Karen Wolf.    

 

• For expectant mothers and hope filled fathers to be, for new 
parents, and for those who long and pray for the opportunity to 
become parents. 

 

• For those with health concerns:  Emerson Buskirk, Ellie 
Hendrickson (Edna Martin's great-granddaughter), Kevin Albers, 
Chip Difiore as he recovers from knee replacement surgery, Raffee 
Johns after surgery, Jim Schultz, Maddie Polenz, Rev. Daniel 
Benuska, Marilyn Sheerer, Leo McDonald (grandson of 
Dianne),  Kristy Younger, Jodi Hoffman, Cliff Preuss, Sue 
Nerlinger, Terri Civittolo, Liz Dimmock, Nina Long, Evelyn and 
Churchill Ward, Andrew Boraggina, Marc Heidmann, Officer 
Nickolas, Baby Miles, Carla (friend of Rita-Ann Shaffer), Lisa 
(friend of Jim Huetter), Karen Wolf's mother, those quietly 
receiving medical treatments, and those experiencing mental health 
concerns.    

 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #702571.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Psalm from Psalter for Worship, Year B, copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. 
Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord (OLD 124TH), Settings by David Schack, 
copyright © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church, text: Thomas H. Cain; Text © Thomas H. 
Cain. Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church, Arrangement by Valerie Shields, copyright © 
2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
OLD 124TH, Arranged Donald Busarow, copyright © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved.  Spirit, Open My Heart, Text: Ruth Duck, Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press, Music: Irish 
melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak. From All Creation Sings, 
copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  Come, Ye Sinners, Setting by David Ashley White, copyright © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. 
Augsburg Choirbook Series.  Come to the Table, Arrangement by Jeremy Bankson, copyright © 2008 Augsburg 
Fortress. Tune: Claire Cloninger, and Martin J. Nystrom, copyright © 1991 and this arr. 
© 2008 Word Music, LLC and Integrity’s Hosaan! Music. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.  As the Grains of Wheat, Text: Didache; Marty Haugen; Music: Marty Haugen; Text and 
music ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Lift High the Cross, Text and music: © 1974 Hope Publishing Company 
Crucifer, Lift High the Cross Setting by John Eggert, tune copyright © Hymns Ancient 
and Modern. Used by permission. Copyright © 1989 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved.  
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deborah Zudell-Dickey 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Sarah Heinsbergen 

Bookkeeper & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
Administrative Assistant – Diane Ward 

 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

